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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Timothy P. Sullivan, Reg. No. 47981, on 1 1/04/2008. 

3. The claims had been amended as the following: 
a. Replace claim 1 with the following claim: 

Claim 1 . A method for synchronizing a device with data sources and allowing 
cross-pollination of data sources, comprising: 

creating a first data source and a second data source; 

automatically determining items to synchronize between the first data 
source, the second data source and the device; wherein the first data source, the 
second data source and the device are user devices that are associated with a 
particular user; wherein the items comprise user created items; wherein the device 
is configured to determine a version of each item on the first data source and the 
second data source and synchronize each of the first data source and the second 
data source to a latest version of each item; 

connecting the device to the first data source; 
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synchronizing the device with the first source such that the device and the 
first source each include a same version of the items after the synchronizing; 
connecting the device to the second source; 

synchronizing the device with the second source, wherein the device is 
used to cross-pollinate between the first data source and the second data source 
such that the first data source, the second data source and the device each include 
the same version of the items after the synchronizing and cross-pollinating; and 

performing a duplicate detection check to determine when an item has 
already been synchronized. 

b. Cancel claim 2. 

c. Claim 3, line 1, replace "2" with "1". 

d. Claim 4, line 1, replace "2" with "1". 

e. Claim 5, line 1, replace "2" with "1". 

f. Claim 7, line 1, replace "2" with "1". 

g. Claim 8, line 1, replace "2" with "1". 



h. Claim 9, line 1, replace "2" with "1". 
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i. Replace claim 10 with the following claim: 

Claim 10. A computer-readable storage medium storing instructions when 
executed by a processor for cross-pollinating data sources, comprising: 

creating a first data source to synchronize with a device and creating a 
second data source to synchronize with the device, wherein the first data source, 
the second data source and the device are devices utilized by a particular user; 

connecting the device to the first data source having first items to 
synchronize with the device; 

determining first items to synchronize between the first data source and 
the device; wherein the first items comprise user created items; 

synchronizing the device with the first source such that the device and the 
first data source each include a same version of the first items after the 
synchronizing; 

after synchronizing the device with the first data source connecting the 
device to the second data source; wherein the device is configured to determine a 
version of each item on the first data source and the second data source and 
synchronize each of the first data source and the second data source to a latest 
version of ach item; 

determining second items to synchronize between the second data source 
and the device; wherein determining the first items to synchronize and 
determining the second items to synchronize include examining a SyncHash value 
that is calculated for each of the items and is stored with each of the items; 
wherein the SyncHash value that is calculated for each item includes two levels of 
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property level matching when the SyncHash value is calculated consisting of a 
primary keyset that is a set of fields that is defined as the primary properties that 
are compared to consider when an item is a duplicate and a second keyset that is a 
larger set of fields that is used to check for an existence of data in those properties 
that even if the primary keysets match between two items, the two items are not 
duplicates of one another; 

synchronizing the device with the second source such that the device and 
the second data source each include a same version of the second items after the 
synchronizing; wherein each the second data source includes updates to the first 
items that were synchronized between the device and the first data source; 
wherein the second items that are synchronized with the device are synchronized 
with the first device when the device is synchronized again with the fist data 
source; and 

performing a duplicate detection check to determine when an item has 
already been synchronized. 

j. Cancel claim 11. 

k. Claim 12, line 1, replace "11" with "10". 
1. Replace claim 17 with the following claim: 

Claim 17. A system having a processor for cross-pollinating data sources, 
comprising: 
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at least two data sources including a first data source and a second data 
source that may cross-pollinate each other; and 

a device that is configured to act a shuttle between the at least two data 
sources to cross-pollinate, and that is configured to synchronize with the at least 
two data sources such that after synchronizing and cross-pollinating, the device 
and the at least two data sources include a same version of items that were 
selected to be synchronized; wherein the data sources and the device are user 
devices that are associated with a particular user; wherein the items comprise user 
created items; wherein the device is configured to determine a version of each 
item on the data sources and synchronize each of the data sources to a latest 
version of each item; wherein the device is first synchronized with the first data 
source such that the device and the first source each include a same version of the 
items after the synchronizing; after synchronizing the device with the first data 
source, synchronizing the device with the second source, such that the first data 
source, the second data source and the device each include the same version of the 
items after the synchronizing; and during the synchronization of the first data 
source and the second data source performing a duplicate detection check to 
determine when an item has already been synchronized. 

m. Cancel claim 18. 



n. Claim 19, line 1, replace "18" with "17". 
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o. Claim 20, line 1, replace "18" with "17". 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer N. To whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7212. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 6AM- 3:30 PM, F 6AM- 2:30 PM. 

5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Meng-Ai An/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2195 



/Jennifer N To/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2195 



